Love, Sex, and Disability
Arts & Sciences 138, Freshman Seminar
Autumn 09, 2 credit hours
Instructor: Brenda Brueggemann
Office:

Office Hours:

Email: brueggemann.1@osu.edu 



Accommodation of students with disabilities 

Students who wish to have an accommodation for disability are responsible for contacting the professor and TA as soon as possible. The Office for Disability Services (150 Pomerene Hall; 292-3307; 292-0901 TDD) verifies the need for accommodations and assists in the development of accommodation strategies. 

Course Description:

This course will analyze the many ways in which disability, sexuality and gender intersect, and will pay special attention to the areas of difference and diversity, culture and representation, and political contexts and social change.  Topics and issues to be addressed include: the construction and politics of identity (and multiple identities); historical perspectives on disability and sexuality; the medicalization of disability and/or sexuality; rights and activism around disability and sexuality; intimate relationships and disability; and sex education. 

Course Goals:

Students will be introduced mutually to the fields of sexuality studies and disability studies, focusing on the benefits and challenges of interdisciplinary scholarship.  Upon completion of the course students will be able to identify issues that impact the sexual lives and subjectivities of people with disabilities and their partners, as well as understand how sexism, heterosexism and ablism impact all people.

Texts

All readings will be available for download on Carmen.  
A free text will be provided by the instructor and Bedford St. Martin’s Press: Disability and the Teaching of Writing: A Critical Sourcebook (Eds. Cynthia Lewiecki-Wilson and Brenda Jo Brueggemann; Bedford St. Martin’s Press, 2006)
Course Activities and Assignments
Attendance, Participation, Discussion Leadership:  

Participation in class discussion (which may include bringing questions to class or in-class quizzes as needed) is worth 25% of your grade.

Attendance and participation is expected, even mandatory. Students will have short reading selections to prepare for each class -- the readings assigned each week are to be completed before the class meets. Class will run as a combination of short lectures and seminar discussions.  Students are expect to come to class prepared to discuss the major ideas presented in the readings and films.  
Cultural Artifact Offering:

This assignment is 25% of your grade.
At least once during the course, students should bring in a cultural “artifact” related to the intersection of disability and sexuality to share with the class.  (I will model this artifact with several samples in the first week of the course.) This may be a clip from a TV show, newspaper article, internet site, brochure, etc.. Students will then explain to the class how the artifact speaks to the issues and topics we’ve been discussing in class.  After an in-class presentation of an artifact, students will post an “artifact entry” on Carmen within 2 days of the class presentation.  This entry should be approximately 500 words and it should explain the artifact’s relationship to the class, as well as follow-up on any questions/issues that were raised during your presentation. Note: The best artifacts are those that illuminate an issue/article assigned for that day so students should take some time to think about the syllabus and their artifact.

Disability/Disease + Sexuality Report
This assignment is 50% of your grade, broken into 2 components

Each student will complete a disability/disease report.  Students will select one disability/disease (see sample list below) and do some outside research about the disease/disability and how it impacts (and is impacted by) sexuality and gender.  The final report should consider the medical, social, critical, political, and interpersonal aspects of the disease/disability and sexuality.  In other words, the report should be interdisciplinary.  

During the 6th week of the seminar, students will submit a brief annotated bibliography. This bibliography will list 3-5 sources for the final report and provide a very brief (a sentence or two) description of the resource.  The annotated bibliography will comprise 10% of the report grade.

The final report (3-5 pages, typed, double-spaced) is due during finals week.  The final written report will comprise 40% of the total report grade.

Disability and/or Disease: Multiple Sclerosis, Parkinson’s Disease, Spinal Cord Injury, Arthritis, Chronic Fatigue, Developmental Disabilities (MMRD), Cancer, Amputee, Polio, Mental Illness, Dwarfism, Osteogenesis, Renal Disorders, Brain Injury, Blindness or vision impairment, deaf or hard-of-hearing, Diabetes, Cardiac Disorders or Stroke, Cerebral Palsy, Down’s Syndrome, Cystic Fibrosis, Chronic Illness, ALS, etc.

Grading
Final grades will be either Satisfactory (S) or Unsatisfactory (U), with an S grade earning at least 75% of the possible points:
Participation 25%

Disease Report 50% 
Annotated Bibliography (10%)



Final Written Report (40%)

Artifact 25%
Academic Integrity

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and made available to students;

2. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas;

3. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4. For an extended version of these examples please refer to http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1. Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)

2. Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once

3.  If in doubt consult with your professor.

Weekly Schedule

Week 1: Myths about Disability and Sexuality
In Class Reading: Myths about Disability and Sexuality

Introduction of Artifact Assignment; Artifacts Models
Week 2: Framing Perspectives on Sexuality, Gender and Disability

Read:

*Shakespeare, Tom. “Power and prejudice: issues of gender, sexuality and disability.” In Disability and society : emerging issues and insights.   Ed. Len Barton.  

*Mitchell, David. “From Narrative Prosthesis and the Materiality of Metaphor.” In Disability and the Teaching of Writing. Ed. Lewiecski-Wilson and Brueggemann. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2008: 183-188.

Week 3: The Body: Science and Medicine

Read:

*Stubblefield, Anna. “’Beyond the Pale’: Tainted Whiteness, Cognitive Disability, and Eugenic Sterilization.” Hypatia 22.2 (Spring 2007): 162-181.

Screen:

Mitchell & Snyder, A World without Bodies (documentary about the Nazi’s T-4 program against people with disabilities) or Liebe, Perla
Week 4: Disability and Sexual Politics

Read:

*Wade, Cheryl Marie. “It Ain’t Exactly Sexy.” The Rag, November/December, 1991.

*Waxman, Barbara Faye. “Its Time to Politicize Our Sexual Oppression.” The Rag, March/April 1991.

* Mairs, Nancy. “Sex, Death, and Disability.” in Disability Studies: Enabling the Humanities and Disability and the Teaching of Writing
Screen:

clips from Cheryl Marie Wade, Julia Trahan and Mary Duffy’s  performance art,  on Vital Signs: Crip Culture Talks Back (Mitchell & Snyder)
Week 5: “Accessibility” and Sexual Pleasure

Read:

*O’Brien, Mark. “On Seeing a Sexual Surrogate.” The Sun, May 1990.

*Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Barriers to Being Sexual.” In The Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.

Screen:

Jessica Yu’s Breathing Lessons: The Life and Work of Mark O’Brien
Week 6: Education, Information, Knowledge

Screen: 
All Of Us: Talking Together Sex Education For People With Developmental Disabilities 1999
Annotated Bibliographies due!

Shared class discussion about your final disability/disease report
Week 7: Femininity/Masculinity
Read:

*Asch, Adrienne and Michelle Fine. “Nurturance, Sexuality and Women with 

Disabilities: The Example of Women and Literature.” The Disability Studies Reader. Ed. Davis. New York: Routledge, 1997: 241-259.

*Wilson, Daniel J. “Fighting Polio Like a Man: Intersections of Masculinity, Disability, and Aging.” Gendering Disability. Eds. Bonnie G. Smith and Beth Hutchison. Rutgers University Press, 2004.

Screen:

Lynn Manning’s performance of “Black Man, Blind Man”

Week 8: Desire & Desirability

Read:

*Kafer, Alison. “Inseparable: Gender and Disability in the Amputee-Devotee 

Community.” Gendering Disability. Ed. Smith and Hutchinson. Rutgers University Press, 2004: 107-118.

*Tepper, Mitchell S. “What Does Your Partner Find Sexy About Your 

Disability?” youreable.com
* Eli Clare, “Gawking, Gaping, Staring.” (in Disability and the Teaching of Writing and GLQ issue on disability and gay/lesbian culture) 
Week 9: Sexual Representation
Read:

*Waxman Fiduccia, Barbara Faye. “Sexual Imagery of Physically Disabled Women: Erotic? Perverse? Sexist?” Sexuality and Disability 17.3 (1999): 277-282.

View:

*slide show of disability and/in fashion and advertising images

*slide show /website of  Riva Lehrer’s art. 

Week 10: Intimate Relationships
Read:

*Shakespeare, Tom, Kath Gillespie-Sells, and Dominic Davies. “Sex and Relationships.” In The Sexual Politics of Disability: Untold Desires. London, New York: Cassell, 1996.

* Petra Kuppers & Neil Marcus, excerpts from “Crippled Poetics”  (Disablity Studies Quarterly,  Fall 2008, http://dsq-sds.org
Screen:

clips (about intimate relationships) from Neil Marcus’ & Access Theatre’s production of Storm Reading

Week 11/Exam Week: Report Sharing
Students will share the disease/disability + sexuality reports with the class.

Bio:  Professor Brenda Jo Brueggemann
 

Professor Brueggemann holds faculty appointments in 3 departments at Ohio State University: English, Women's Studies, Comparative Studies.  She serves as a Faculty Leader for the American Sign Language (ASL) program and as Coordinator for the Interdisciplinary Disability Studies Program.  Her research and writing spans three major areas:  rhetoric (the study of argument, persuasion, and public discourse); disability studies; and deaf studies.   She has published or edited 7 books and over 30 articles in these areas and she often writes (and teaches) in the genre of "creative non-fiction" as well.  She teaches a popular 597 (capstone) course on "Deaf-World: Global, National, and Local Perspectives," and she has received two OSU teaching awards as well as the university's Distinguished Diversity Enhancement Award.  

